
 

 
Teachers reflect on their work at the TOLI Satellite Seminar in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Photo © Scott Lone. 
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I. About the Olga Lengyel Institute for Holocaust Studies and 
Human Rights (TOLI)  

 
NEVER AGAIN BEGINS IN THE CLASSROOM 

The mission of TOLI is to educate students in the United States, Europe and other parts of the 
world about human rights and social justice through the lens of the Holocaust and other 
genocides so that such atrocities may never again take place. 

 

BRINGING THE LESSONS OF THE HOLOCAUST AND OTHER GENOCIDES 

 INTO THE CLASSROOM 

To accomplish its mission, TOLI provides professional development seminars for educators in 
the US and abroad that link the lessons of the Holocaust and other genocides to current world 
events, thereby working with teachers to promote a human rights and social justice agenda in 
their classrooms.   
 
Each summer, Sondra Perl, Ph.D, and Jennifer Lemberg, Ph.D, lead the 12-day seminar in New 
York City for 25 teachers from various regions of the US. Talented teachers with exceptional 
leadership skills are then invited to hold satellite seminars based on the TOLI model in their 
home states. In 2018, there were 12 satellite seminars in as many states.  The TOLI seminars 
have also expanded to seven European countries and are led by Oana Nestian Sandu, Ph.D.  
Since the commencement of the program in 2006, the TOLI network numbers close to 2,500 
teachers in the United States and Europe.  
   
  

II. 2018  Summer Seminar on Holocaust Education  
 
The work featured in this report has its start each summer at our Summer Seminar in New York 
City, a 12-day seminar for twenty-five middle school, high school, and college teachers from 
across the United States and Europe. In the seminar we use writing and dialogue to reflect on 
the challenges of teaching the Holocaust and other genocides, and to create plans for bringing 
what the participants have learned back to their schools and communities. The group of 
teachers we convened in the summer of 2018 represented a wide variety of schools and 
backgrounds. They were Teacher Consultants from the National Writing Project, Teacher 
Fellows from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, past participants from the 
Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Teachers Program, the ADL Bearing Witness Program, and the 
Shoah Foundation Visual History Project. One educator from Greece also joined us.  
In its thirteenth year, the goals of the seminar were as follows:   
 
ǒ To teach teachers about the Holocaust; 

ǒ To help teachers create new methods for engaging students with hard issues;  
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ǒ To introduce teachers to the use of new media for studying the Holocaust; 

ǒ ¢ƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƛǎƳΤ  

ǒ To help teachers address the range of emotional responses generated by studying the 
Holocaust, and to direct that energy toward addressing contemporary conflicts;  

ǒ To connect the Holocaust and other genocides to human rights issues today; and  

ǒ To encourage and support teachers in the creation of action projects in their schools 
and communities. 

 
Each day of the seminar began and ended with the opportunity to reflect, in writing or through 
other shared activities, on issues, questions, and troubling or traumatic content that arose 
during the course of the two weeks. Additional weekend and evening activities and field trips 
provided opportunities for our participants to grasp more fully the ethnic diversity that 
characterizes New York City and to take in the myriad cultural events that make New York 
unique.     
 
Participants and faculty 
in the 2018 Summer 
Seminar in New York 
City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments from participants in the 2018 Summser Seminar on Holocaust Education: 
 
The past 12 days have moved my vision and ability to articulate dialogue around human rights 
within my classrooms. The survivor stories were the most meaningful piece of the seminar to me 
personally. Hearing the perspective of someone who lived through the Holocaust allows me to 
prepare for lessons and share firsthand accounts. Thank you!! 
 
Current events underscore the importance of the work we are doing, but also further complicate 
it. I consider cultivating ethical, responsible, globally-minded citizens the most important aspect 
of my job. It was so enriching to spend 12 days with others that see the importance of this work 
as well and have a chance to thoughtfully consider these aspects of being a teacher. 
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III. Mini -grant Program  
 
Teachers completing our seminars are eligible to apply for grants of up to $1000 to support 
work in their classrooms or communities. Begun in 2007, the mini-grant program continues to 
flourish, and a wide range of projects were completed in 2018. For photographs and more 
completed descriptions, please visit https://www.toli.us/sponsored-programs/mini-grants/.   
 
During the 2017/18 school year, Sherry Chapman 
and three other 8th grade teacher at Daniel J. 
Savage Middle School in Modesto, California led 
the ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ς Point of View 
Project,έ striving to expand Holocaust education 
beyond the core curriculum by having students 
engage with individual texts and subsequently 
share those stories with their classmates. TOLI 
helped Sherry purchase two class sets of books to 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ 
section. The books are available to over 250 8th 
grade students, allowing students to read 
different fiction and non-fiction accounts of child experiences in the Holocaust and make 
deeper connections to the world around them and empathize with those who lived through the 
Holocaust. Students then created Flipgrids and symbolism projects about their books, which 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ were later showcased at an open-house event in 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƎȅƳΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ улл 
students, staff and community members. A web page created by Sherry gives their work an 
even wider platform, with the aim of generating interest and anticipation for the 10-week-long 
Holocaust unit that 8th grade students take. 
 
Kristi Ugland, an English teacher at the Tree of Life Christian School in Columbus, Ohio, used a 
mini-grant from TOLI to help teach an elective this year. The grant helped fund a class field trip 
to the Holocaust and Humanity Center in Cincinnati, where students come across personal a 

ccounts that help ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ YǊƛǎǘƛΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
thinking and compassion through projects at the Bridge Community Center where English 
classes, a soup kitchen, and legal services are offered to marginalized refugees and immigrants. 

Kristi and her students made goodie bags for 
Somali students at the center and also helped clean 
the building. The class also made a political impact 
on the city of Columbus when the students met 
with the Mayor to have an discussion about civil 
discourse. The photos below show students 
proudly wearing student-designed t-shirts with the 
IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
TOLI logo on the back. 
 

https://www.toli.us/sponsored-programs/mini-grants/
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Susan Kalberer, of Warren Central High School, Indianapolis, IN, directed and presented a 
student production of "And Then They Came for Me: Remembering the World of Anne Frank". 
This powerful piece features the stories of teenage Holocaust survivors Eva Geiringer Schloss 
and Ed (Helmuth) Silverberg and their families, along with a 
smaller feature about Anne Frank, who knew both Eva and 
Ed, and her family. The Warren Performing Arts Center St 
udio Theatre hosted three evening public performances and 
one private performance during the school day. Three of 
the four performances were standing room only. Susan 
wrote the following about her students experiences in 
putting on the play: This show left an indelible impression 
on all of the actors and tech crew who participated. I 
strongly believe that they will spend the rest of their lives 
telling the stories of Eva Geiringer Schloss, Ed (Helmuth) 
Silverberg, and Anne Frank. They understand their 
responsibility to keeping these memories alive forever. 
Several cast members read Olga's book and made reference 

to it during our research and rehearsals. They will never 

forget this experience, and neither will I. We owe much of 

that to TOLI, and I can't thank you all enough for your 

continued love and support.ò A promotional video about her 

program can be found online here: 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/kalberer/RdDgqcJHpWcvcDjNztdmzVfxvwjLrlTNRr

VMMJHPfMVV?projector=1 

 

Drew Pinter of Bay City Western High School in Michigan led two student groups to the 
Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills. The trip had a lasting impact on all that 
participated.  Not in just the content that the museum provided but also in meeting with 
Michael Weiss, a 93 year old Holocaust survivor and author.  Mr. Weiss is the author of 
ά/ƘƛƳƴŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜ [ƛƴƎŜǊƛƴƎ {ƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ.έ The goal of the overall grant 
was to expose students to the Holocaust through artifacts, and personal stories. It is my hope 
that students will be inspired to question how, and why the Holocaust happened, but to also 

draw parallels in society of similar 
events in history as well as current 
events in the world today. Because 
each area of the museum takes 
individuals on a journey from 
understanding the basics of Judaism to 
the way of life before the 
implementation of the Final Solution, 
students could track the rise of fascism 
in Europe, as well as the gradual 
change of life in Germany as Hitler rose 
to power. The personal touch offered 
by the docents awakened many of the 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/%23search/kalberer/RdDgqcJHpWcvcDjNztdmzVfxvwjLrlTNRrVMMJHPfMVV?projector=1
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/%23search/kalberer/RdDgqcJHpWcvcDjNztdmzVfxvwjLrlTNRrVMMJHPfMVV?projector=1
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students to ask more questions and want to learn more. LǘŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘǊŀǿing 
idolizing IƛǘƭŜǊΣ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀǎ άWŜǿǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǳǎ 
back to that uncertain time. The overall experience was helped with lessons from Echoes and 
Reflections and the USHMM before the visit.  
                                                                                       
                                                                    

With help from a TOLI mini-grant, Karen Gibson and others 
at Marlton Elementary School in Upper Marlboro, 
Maryland revitalized a dilapidated courtyard space to turn 
it into a Peace and Memorial Garden. The space offers a 
place for student murals, tiles, and other designs created 
around the meanings of peace, and all classes at the school 
will offer Peace Garden activities going forward. Karen 
expresses her gratitude to TOLI for extending a mini-grant 
to her school: άWe could never have completed our dream 
of having a Peace Garden without TOLI's support.έ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
At Mountain Pointe High School in Phoenix, Arizona, a grant from TOLI helped Mary Powell 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 9ƭƛŜ ²ƛŜǎŜƭΩǎ Night for a larger project involving studying the Holocaust 
through Autobiography. This monthlong project involved all of the tenth grade students at her 
school reading the book and exploring themes related to the Holocaust. This project involved 8 
of the sophomore teachers on campus and will allow the school to complete a similar project 
for years to come.  
 
Pam Bodnar, Marsh Jr. High/Chico USD, and Gail Desler, Elk Grove, California co-presented a 
1-ƘƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ άSocial Justice through the Lens of the Holocaustέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ California League of 
Schools (CLS) Conference The conference celebrates the best in California education and 
showcases breakthrough presentations on best practices and programs in the classroom. Pam 
ŀƴŘ DŀƭƛΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ¢h[LΩǎ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ education 
ǘƻ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦέ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
sensitive topics were shared, and the workshop also addressed the negative impact of 
ōȅǎǘŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ΨǳǇǎǘŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŘǳƻΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
to promoting student voices and activism can further be seen on the Time of Remembrance 
(TOR) website, an oral histories project that documents stories from WWII and the Vietnam 
War. 
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On March 8, 2018, Donna Tarney of Charlotte Catholic High School 
took eighty students and eight parent chaperones to Shalom Park 
in Charlotte, North Carolina to participate in The Butterfly Project. 
Throughout the day, students heard firsthand about how hatred 
grows slowly and surely, especially when condoned by a 
government. They listened to Holocaust survivor Irving Bienstock 
ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ 
They listened as he told of the events of Kristallnacht as they 
affected his family. They asked him questions and saw through his 
eyes, and their understanding was changed. The students also 
explored the various levels of the Pyramid of Hate as well as other 
recorded survivor testimonies. They ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ LǊǾƛƴƎΩǎ 
story was not unique, but all too common. Through small group 
work, the students began to find examples of bigotry, racism, and 
discrimination in our own society that were all too similar to those that existed in Nazi 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƭƛǘǘƭŜέ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀcial jokes 

were not really so little after all. The students also received the name of one of the 1.5 million 
Jewish children who were killed during the Holocaust. In addition to speaking the name out 
loud and thus remembering the life of the person who was lost to us, each student painted a 
butterfly to create a visual memorial. When we returned to school, we added all of the names 
given to the students to our own Butterfly Wall here in the school. Every time the students pass 
this wall they say a small prayer for their child and all those who died at the hands of the Nazis 
and their collaborators. Following their experience, the students resolved to be vigilant about 
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ be 
ǘƻƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ άǳǎΦέ  
 
TOLI granted funds to bring survivor Martin Weiss from Washington, D.C. to Lake High School 
school in northeast Ohio at the request of teacher Elisa Case. Marty Weiss has spoken to 
YŜǊǊƛΩǎ students for the past eight yearsΣ ǿƘŜƴ 9ƭƛǎŀΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŀƪŜǎ students on an overnight trip 
each fall to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. There, Marty speaks at the end of 
their visit and answers questions. He is very generous in sharing his story, and over the years, 
9ƭƛǎŀΩǎ ǎtudents and school have developed a growing relationship with him. They were thrilled 
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when he said he would be 
willing to travel to their 
school and speak to their 
entire high school's student 
body. The day after he 
spoke to the school, Mr. 
Weiss spent the morning 
meeting with a smaller 
group of juniors and seniors 
involved with Holocaust 
Studies before flying home. 

 
 

{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜŀǎȅΣ 
and while students are becoming 
increasingly more aware of 
bullying behavior, teaching them 
to be brave and stand up is 
challenging. With support from a 
TOLI mini-grant, YŜǊǊƛ CƭȅƴƴΩǎ 
students at Washington High 
School in Washington, Missouri, 
were able to learn more about 
how to do this by spending the day 
with Carl Wilkens, the only 
American citizen to remain in 
Rwanda during the massacre of the 
Tutsis. The visit from Carl Wilkens followed an earlier trip to the Holocaust Museum and 
Learning Center in St. Louis and the opportunity to hear a survivor talk about firsthand about 
the Holocaust. Carl was an inspiring speaker who shared his experiences with students and 
community members about how he took action, and how they could be upstanders in their 
own lives. By listening to his experiences, students were inspired to be upstanders and help 
those who need it. 
 
A grant from TOLI helped Katie Prange, a teacher at Gillespie High School in Illinois, purchase 
copies of Alexandra ½ŀǇǊǳŘŜǊΩǎ {ŀƭǾŀƎŜŘ tŀƎŜǎΥ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ 5ƛŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ for 
ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ IƻƴƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ !ǎ YŀǘƛŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άǿhile many students 
have studied the Holocaust in various history classes, hearing from people their age will allow 
students to see this part of our history in a different context.έ !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ 
chronicling the lives of young people in the Lodz Ghetto, Katie used secondary sources to 
provide historical context. Students were assigned a variety of writing projects, and throughout 
noticed different aspects of the diaries, from the lack of food and sanitation in the ghetto to the 
very different ways in which the young diarists reacted to their surroundings. Almost all noted 
that they learned more about ghetto life through the eyes of the diarists than through history 
books. tǊŀƴƎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΥ άI felt that students began to see that history can be told through many 
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different lenses. One thing students 
commented about was the level of 
writing. While some students were 
amazed that people chose or had the 
strength to write during this time, 
others also commented on the 
ǎƻǇƘƛǎǘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
this project, the young people of the 
Lodz Ghetto became more real, and 
more human, in the eyes of Ms. 
tǊŀƴƎŜΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the TOLI seminar in NYC, Nicole Korsen of Dominion High School in Sterling, Virginia 
wrote: TOLI took me far beyond my role as the child of survivor and put me into a position 
where I feel that I MUST act, and that there is an urgency to that action. As Klara Sever, one of 
ƻǳǊ άŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭΣ ΨL ŀƳ ǎƳŀƭƭΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ōƛƎΦΩ ²ŜƭƭΣ ¢h[L 
ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōƛƎΦέ  !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5ƻƳƛƴƛƻƴ IƛƎƘ 
School in Sterling, VA encouraged visiting international student delegates to join them to 
"Adopt-a-Survivor." An adaptation of Holocaust survivor Irving Roth's program, the event 
featured five local survivors and included both a commemoration of global genocide and more 
intimate conversations between the students and one of the five speakers. Using "everlasting" 
electric candles adorned with one of the survivor's names, students honored not only the 
victims of the Holocaust but also of other major genocides close to their hearts. They then 
gathered in small groups to learn the stories that they were pledging to tell back home, 

immediately to one of their 
classes and every year on 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. In response 
to the project, a student from 
FrancŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ άI 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ 
my gratitude towards you, who 
made me realize we have a task; 
never forget, so that your past 
will never be our future, as 
Wiesel said... This effort you 
made to transmit this story, I will 
make it as well." 
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Scott Lone of Wisconsin, working 
collaboratively with his US History 
colleagues, English 3, music, culinary arts, 
and art teachers, created a hugely 
successful art show for the West Bend High 
Schools and West Bend community at 
large. The theme of the show was "The 
Forbidden Art of the Nazi Era" and focused 
on artwork deemed by the Nazis to be 
considered "degenerate." Art students 
studied the "degenerate" art and created 
pieces that interpreted their understanding 
of the message the Nazis were trying to 
convey. The art gallery reception coincided 
with the the spring concert of the West 
Bend High School Bands whose program 
was centered around music of the 
Holocaust and Jewish composers. The 
concert began with the blowing of the sh 

ofar. A vocal octet, comprised of West Bend High Schools choral students, performed the piece, 
"Ose Shalom" by composer John Leavitt during the gallery reception. US History and English 3 
students wrote reflection pieces based on picture prompts collected by Scott that included 
photos of Jewish life before, during, and after the Holocaust. Written pieces included journal 
entries, first- and second-person narratives, and poetry. The culinary arts students provided hot 
and cold hors d'oeuvres along with gourmet desserts. The gallery reception was open to the 
public and also featured a special guest, Nate Taffel, a Holocaust survivor and author. Many, 
many positive comments were left in the guest book and reflection journal in which gallery 
patrons were asked to share their reflections on the show. Gallery patrons were also invited to 
use a small tile to create their own "modern" art and attach it to a collage of tiles created 
during the gallery reception. The collage will be installed in the art department as a visual 
reminder of the event. We also held a silent auction that included pieces from the show created 
by student artists, three clay pots created by one of the high school art teachers, and a 
photography gift certificate for a portrait session of the winner's choice, provided by Scott 
Lone's photography business. Proceeds from the silent auction were sent to The Holocaust 
Survivor's Fund of the Milwaukee Jewish Family Services organization. 
 
Nicole Schmidt was able to host Holocaust survivor Fred Amram with help from a TOLI grant. 
Mr. Amram read from his book, We're in America Now: A Survivor's Stories at the Stevens 
County Historical Society to a crowd including faculty and students from Hancock High School, 
Morris High School, and The University of Minnesota Morris Campus as well as members of the 
community, local clergy, and Stevens County Historical Society Board Members. Attendance 
was so full that ultimately only standing room could be offered because, as Nicole writes, 
άŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴΦέ !ǘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ Mr. Amram visited Hancock High 
School and spoke in the high school gym to all of the students in grades 6-12, teachers, and 


