The Olga Lengyel Institute for Holocaust Studies and Human Rights

Teachers reflect on their work at the TOLI Satellite Seminar in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Fh&oott Lone.
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|. About the Olga Lengyel Institute for Holocaust Studies and
Human Rights (TOLI)

NEVER AGAIN BEGINS IN THE CLASSROOM

The mission of TOLI is to educate students in the United States, Europe and other parts of the
world about human rights and social jusgithrough the lens of the Holocaust and other
genocides so that such atrocities may never again take place.

BRINGING THE LESSONS OF THE HOLOCAUST AND OTHER GENOCIDES
INTO THE CLASSROOM

To accomplish its mission, TOLI provides professional development seminars for educators in
the US and abroad that link the lessons of the Holocaust and other genocides to current world
events, thereby working with teachers to promote a human rights arglasgustice agenda in

their classrooms.

Each summer, Sondra Perl, Ph.D, and Jennifer Lemberg, Ph.D, Id&tddne seminar in New

York City for 25 teachers from various regions of the US. Talented teachers with exceptional
leadership skills are themvited to hold satellite seminars based on the TOLI model in their
home states. In 208, there were P satellite seminars in as many states. The TOLI seminars
have also expanded teevenEuropean countries and are led by Oana Nestian Sandu, Ph.D.
Since he commencement of the program in 2006, the TOLI network numbers clos&Q6 2,
teachers in the United States and Europe.

[1. 2018 Summer Seminar on Holocaust Education

The work featured in this report has its start each summer at our Summer SeimiNaw York
City, a 12day seminar for twentffive middle school, high school, and college teachers from
across the United States and Europe. In the seminar we use writing and dialogue to reflect on
the challenges of teaching the Holocaust and other gatex; and to create plans for bringing
what the participants have learned back to their schools and communities. The group of
teachers we convened in the summer of 80&presented a wide variety of schools and
backgrounds. They were Teacher Consultamsfthe National Writing Project, Teacher

Fellows from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, past participants from the
Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Teachers Program, the ADL Bearing Witness Program, and the
Shoah Foundation Visual History Proj&@he educator fronGreece also joined us.

In its thirteenthyear, the goals of the seminar were as follows:

To teach teachers about the Holocaust;

0
0 To help teachers create new methods for engaging students with hard issues;
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To introduce teachers tthe use of new media for studying the Holocaust;

¢2 0dzAf R GSIOKSNEQ OdzZ dzNI £ {(y2s6f SRIS 2F W
To help teachers address the range of emotional responses generated by studying the
Holocaust, and to direct that energy toward addressing contemporarylicts)f

To connect the Holocaust and other genocides to human rights issues today; and

To encourage and support teachers in the creation of action projects in their schools

and communities.

O¢ O¢ O«

O¢ O«

Each day of the seminar began and ended with the opportunitefiect, in writing or through
other shared activities, on issues, questions, and troubling or traumatic content that arose
during the course of the two weeks. Additional weekend and evening activities and field trips
provided opportunities for our partipants to grasp more fully the ethnic diversity that
characterizes New York City and to take in the myriad cultural events that make New York
unique.

Participantsand faculty
in the 2018Summer
Seminarin New York
City.

Commentdrom participants in th€2018 Summser Seminar on Holocaust Education

The past 12 days have moved my vision and ability to articulate dialogue around human rights
within my classrooms. The survivor stories were the most meaningful piece of the sermiar to
personally. Hearing the perspective of someone who lived through the Holocaust allows me to
prepare for lessons and share firsthand accounts. Thank you!!

Current events underscore the importance of the work we are doing, but also further complicate
it. | consider cultivating ethical, responsible, globaiinded citizens the most important aspect

of my job. It was so enriching to spend 12 days with others that see the importance of this work
as well and have a chance to thoughtfully consider these &spébeing a teacher.
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[1l. Mini -grant Program

Teachers completing our seminars are eligible to apply for grants of up to $1000 to support
work in their classrooms or communities. Begun in 2007, the-gremt program continues to
flourish, and a wideange ofprojects were completed in 201&or photographs and more
completed descriptions, please vibitps://www.toli.us/sponsoredprograms/minigrants/.

During the 2017/18 schm year,Sherry Chapman
and three other 8th grade teacheat Daniel J.
Savage Middle School in Modesto, Califorred
the 6/ KAf RNBY 2 F¢ Poift f Vie’
Projecté¢ striving to expand Holocaust education
beyond the core curriculum by having stmds
engage with individual texts and subsequen
share those stories with their classmateEOLI
helped Sherry purchase two class sets of book ‘
SYKFyO0S G(GKS aoOK22f
section. The books are available to over 250
grade sudents, allowing students to read
different fiction and nosdfiction accounts of child experiences in the Holocaastl make

deeper connections to the world around them and empathize with those who lived through the
Holocaust.Students then created Flipgsdand symbolism projects about their books, which

KI @3S 0SSy RAA&LX &SR warglateil sh@vcaieO Kt Areopeivdise Bvend il NEB |
GKS a0Kz22fQa 3J&8yo .& (KS SyR 2F GKS a0Kz22f
students, staff and comunity members. A web page created by Sherry gives their work an

even wider platform, with the aim of generating interest and anticipation for thevé@klong

Holocaust unit that 8th grade students take.

Kristi Ugland,an English teacher at theree ofLife Christian School in Columbus, Ohirsed a
mini-grant from TOLI to help teach an elective this year. The grant helped fund a class field trip
to the Holocaust and Humanity Center in Cincinnati, where students come across personal a
ccounts that helpLIN2 Y2 i S G2f SN yOS FyR a420Alf 2dzadiA0OSd¢
thinking and compassion through projects at the Bridge Community Center where English
classes, a soup kitchen, and legal services are offered to marginalized refugees andnismigra

' Kristi and her students made goodie bags for
Somali students at the center and also helped clean
the building. The class also made a political impact
on the city of Columbus when the students met
with the Mayor to have an discussion about civil
discouse. The photos below show students
proudly wearing studentesigned {shirts with the
| SONBg 62NR F2NJ awSYSYOSNE
TOLI logo on the back.

4”‘“% =
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Susan Kalbererof Warren Central High School, Indianapolis, I8irected and presentech

studert production of "And Then They Came for Me: Remembering the World of Anne Frank".
This powerful piece features the stories of teenage Holocaust survivors Eva Geiringer Schloss
and Ed (Helmuth) Silverberg and their families, along wit’
smaller feature abot Anne Frank, who knew both Eva ar *
Ed, and her family. The Warren Performing Arts Centel PAGB[LAL
udio Theatre hosted three evening public performances & Warren Central Performing Arts Center
one private performance during the school day. Three

the four performances were standing room only. Sus A—M'flwn Tfm; 5Mn&fwMe

wrote the following about her students experiences

putting on the play:This show lefian indelible impression
on all of the actors and tech crew who participated.
strongly believe that they will spend the rest of their live
telling the stories of Eva Geiringer Schloss, Ed (Helm
Silverberg, and Anne Frank. They understand tr
respansibility to keeping these memories alive foreve
Several casinembers read Olga's book and made refere

Remembering the World of

to it during our research and rehearsals. They will ne
. . . . Anne Frank.
forget this experience, and neither will I. We owe much
that to TOLI, and | can't thaniou all enough for your March1-3,2018
continued | ove and suppor" e WCPerormindAdtacom ral v
program can be found online her:

https://mailgoogle.com/mail/u/0/#search/kalberer/RdDggcJHpWcvcDjNztdmzVixvwiLrI TNRr
VMMJIHP{MVV?projector=1

Drew Pinter of Bay City Western High School in Michigéed two student grou to the
Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hill$e trip had a lastingmpact on all that
participated. Not in just the content that the museum provided but also in meeting with
Michael Weiss, a 93 year old Holocaust survivor and author. Mr. Weiss is the author of
G/ KAYySea YR [/ KFEYOSNRY ¢ K& The goadldiShedowerdll gla St ¢ 2
was to expose students to the Holocaust through artifacts, pexsonal stories. It is my hope
that students will be inspired to questlon how and why the Holocaust happened, but to also
i , - draw parallels in society of similar
events in history as well as current
events in the world todayBecause
each area of the museum takes
individuals on a journey from
understanding the basics of Judaism to
the way of Ilife Dbefore the
implementation of the Final Solutign
students could trak the rise of fascism
in Europe, as well as the gradual
change of life in Germany as Hitler rose
to power. The personal touchoffered
by the docentsawakered many of the



https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/%23search/kalberer/RdDgqcJHpWcvcDjNztdmzVfxvwjLrlTNRrVMMJHPfMVV?projector=1
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/%23search/kalberer/RdDgqcJHpWcvcDjNztdmzVfxvwjLrlTNRrVMMJHPfMVV?projector=1
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students to ask more questions and want to learn mdrell SYa € A1S GK§ OKATfF
idolizingl A Gt SNE LJ aaLI22NIa YIFENJAY3I AYRAGARAzZ fa | &
back to that uncertain timeThe overall experience was helped with lessons from Echoes and
Reflectionsand theUSHMMbefore the visit.

. With help from a TOLI mhgirant, Karen Gibsorand others

at Marlton Elementary School in Upper Marto,
Maryland revitalized a dilapidated courtyard space to turn

it into a Peace and Memorial Gardefhe space offers a
place for student murals, tiles, and other designs created
around the meanings of peace, and all classes at the school
8 will offer PeaceGarden activities going forward. Karen
% expresses her gratitude tOLI for extending mini-grant

to her school dWe could never have completed our dream
of having a Peace Garden without TOLI's supgort.

At Mountain Pointe Hgh School in PhoenixArizong a grant from TOLI helpddary Powell
LIZNDOKF &S I Of | & Bightfos & largefprodt ihvBlvirktdd@irg $hé ofocaust
through Autobiograpy. This monthlong project involved all of thenth grade studentst her
school reading the book anekploring themegelated tothe HolocaustThis project involve®

of the sophomore teachers on campuasd will allow the school to complete a similar project
for years to come.

Pam Bodnar, Marsh Jr. High/Chico USDd dpail Desler, Elk Grove, Califorréa-presented a

1-K 2 dzNJ ¢ 2 Sdcial Bugtic#Firough the Lens of the Holocadst | (Califofi& League of

Schools (CLS) Conference The conference celebrates the best in California education and
showcases breakthrah presentations on best practices and programs in the classroom. Pam

YR DIFIfAQa ¢2N] akKz2L) F20dzaSR 2y gl eéa G2 02yySO
FYR KAIKEAIKGAYI ¢h[LQA GaaAIYATAOl yéducatiohidr OG A
G2 + ONBIR FdZRASYOS®¢é ¢SOKYyAldzSa 2y K2g¢g (G2 Ol
sensitive topics were shared, and the workshop also addressed the negative impact of
oeadlyRSNB la ¢Sttt |a (0KS LIRS NIKSF Ridd2Laal | Q2RyS)
to promoting student voices and activism can further be seen on the Time of Remembrance

(TOR) website, an oral histories project that documents stories from WWII and the Vietnam
Watr.
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On March 8, 2018)onna Tarneyf Charlotte Catlolic High School
took eighty students and eight parent chaperones to Shalom Pal
in Charlotte, North Carolina to participate in The Butterfly Projec
Throughout the day, students heard firsthand about how hatred
grows slowly and surely, especially whemdoned by a
government. They listened to Holocaust survivor Irving Bienstoc
AKFNB KAA (0SadAayzye 2F INBGA
They listened as he told of the events of Kristallnacht as they
affected his family. They asked him questions sa@ through his
eyes, and their understanding was changed. The students also
explored the various levels of the Pyramid of Hate as well as ot
recorded survivor testimonies. TheyS 3y (2 NBI €
story was not unique, but all too common.rélagh small group
work, the students began to find examples of bigotry, racism, an
discrimination in our own society that were all too similar to those that existed in Nazi

DSNXYIyed ¢KSe& oS3y (G2 dzyRSNEGF YR cialfoke8 GKS 64f

Ay 3Qa

were not really so little after all. The students also received the name of one of the 1.5 million

Jewish children who were killed during the Holocaust. In addition to speaking the name out

loud and thus remembering the life of the person whosweast to us, each student painted a

butterfly to create a visual memorial. When we returned to school, we added all of the names

given to the students to our own Butterfly Wall here in the school. Every time the students pass

this wall they say a smallgyer for their child and all those who died at the hands of the Nazis

and their collaborators. Following their experience, the studeasolved to be vigilant about

a0 YyRAY A dzLJ F2NJ LIS2LIX S ¢gK2 NB (GFNBSGOKBR Ay G2
022 RAFTFSNBYG FNRY aGdza oé

TOLI granted funds to bring survivor Martin Weiss from Washington, DiGk® High School
school in northeast Ohicat the request of teacheElisa CaseMarty Weiss has spoken to

Y S N3Wdledts for the past eight yeats ¢ K Sy 9 f A & stdénts anGak @/@riightirip 1 S a
each fall to the United States Holocaust Memorial Musedimere Marty speaksat the end of

their visit and answers questions. He is very generous in sharing his story, and over the years,
9 f A &utefts and@schodhave developed a growing relationshipth him. Theywere thrilled
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when he said he would be
willing to travel to their
school and speak tdheir
entire high school's student
body. The day after he
spoke to the school, Mr.
Weiss spent the morning
meeting with a smaller
group of juniors and seniors
involved with Holocaust
Studies before flyingome.

{GFyYyRAY3I dzLJ F2 N/

and while students are becoming
increasingly more aware o |
bullying behavior, teaching thenfy
to be brave and stand up i
challenging.With support from a
TOLI mingrant, Y S NNXR
students at Washington High
School in Washington, Missouri,
were able to learn more about
how to do this byspending the day{|
with Carl Wilkens, the only
American citizen to remain i
Rwandaduring the massacre of the '
Tutsis. The visit from Carl Wilkens followed an earlier tripthte Holocaus Museum and
Learning Center in St. Louis and the opportunity to hear a survivor talk about firsthand about
the Holocaust.Carl was an inspiring speaker who shared his experiences with students and
community members about how he took action, and how thewld be upstanders in their

own lives. By listening to his experiences, students were inspired to be upstanders and help
those who need it.

A grant from TOLI helpedatie Prangea teacher at Gillespie High School in lllinois, purchase

copies of Alexandraz| LINHARISIN@®IZI SR t F 3Say |, 2dzy3 2 Nori SNEQ
2y3A2Ay3 dzaS Ay KSNJ I 2y2NE | YR Niedrdyisthdentssy 3 A &
have studied the Holocaust in various history classes, hearing from people their agtowll

students to see this part of our history in a different contéxt. ! £ 2y 3 gAGK GKS RA
chronicling the lives of young people in the Lodz Ghetto, Katie ssedndary sourceso

provide historical context. Students were assigned a varietyriting projects, and throughout
noticeddifferent aspects of the diariegrom the lack of food and sanitation in the ghetto to the

very different ways in which the young diarists reacted to their surroundiAgmost all noted

that they learned more abdughetto life through the eyes of the diarists than through history

books.t NI y 3 S NBtlthatNtidénts bégan to see that history can be told through many



different lenses. One thing students
commented about was thelevel of
writing. While some tsidents were
amazed that people chose or had th %
strength to write during this time,}

others also commented on the
A2LIKAAGAOLFGARZY 27
this project, the young people of the

more human, in the eyes of Ms
t N} vy3ISQa addzRSyilac«

After the TOLI seminar in NYC, Nicole Korsen of Dominion High School in Sterling, Virginia
wrote: TOLI took me far beyond my role as the child of survivor and put me into a position
where | feel that | MUST act, and thaere is an urgency to that action. As Klara Sever, one of

2dzNJ al R2LIISR adzZNDAG2NERE alAR (42 YS Ay | NBOS)H
0l dzakKd YS K2g (G2 3I2 O0AITbDE l'a LIFNI 2F KSNJI |
School in ®rling, VA encouraged visiting international student delegates to join them to
"Adopt-a-Survivor." An adaptation of Holocaust survivor Irving Roth's program, the event
featured five local survivors and included both a commemoration of global genocidmarel

intimate conversations between the students and one of the five speakers. Using "everlasting"
electric candles adorned with one of the survivor's names, students honored not only the
victims of the Holocaust but also of other major genocides clostheéor hearts. They then

gathered in small groups to learn the stories that they were pledging to tell back home,
immediately to one of their

classes and every year on
International Holocaust
Remembrance Day. In response

to the project, a student from

Fran6 6NRB OGS G(KS F2¢tf:
OFyQi FAYR GKS g2NR
my gratitude towards you, who

made me realize we have a task;

never forget, so that your past

will never be our future, as

Wiesel said... This effort you

made to transmit this story, | will

make itas well"
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Scott Lone of Wisconsin working
collaboratively with his US History
colleagues, English 3, music, culinary arts,
and art teachers, created a hugely
successful art show fahe West Bend High
Schools and West Bend community at
large. The themeof the show was "The
Forbidden Art of the Nazi Era" and focused
on artwork deemed by the Nazis to be
considered "degenerate." Art students
studied the "degenerate" art and created
pieces that interpreted their understanding
of the message the Nazis wereyihg to
convey. The art gallery reception coincided
with the the spring concert of the West
Bend High School Bands whose program
was centered around music of the
Holocaust and Jewish composers. The
concert began with the blowing of the sh
ofar. A vocal octet, comprised of West Bend High Schools choral students, performed the piece,
"Ose Shalom" by composer John Leavitt during the gallery reception. US History and English 3
students wrote reflection pieces based on picture prompts colledigdScott that included
photos of Jewish life before, during, and aftéie Holocaust. Written pieces included journal
entries, first and seconeperson narratives, and poetry. The culinary arts students provided hot
and cold hors d'oeuvres along with gowet desserts. The gallery reception was open to the
public and also featured a special guest, Nate Taffel, a Holocaust survivor and author. Many,
many positive comments were left in the guest book and reflection journal in which gallery
patrons were asketb share their reflections on the show. Gallery patrons were also invited to
use a small tile to create their own "modern” art and attach it to a collage of tiles created
during the gallery reception. The collage will be installed in the art departmerat asual
reminder of the event. We also held a silent auction that included pieces from the show created
by student artists, three clay pots created by one of the high school art teachers, and a
photography gift certificate for a portrait session of thenwer's choice, provided by Scott
Lone's photography business. Proceeds from the silent auction were sent to The Holocaust
Suwivor's Fund of the Milwaukee Jewish Family Services organization.

Nicole Schmidwas able to host Holocaust survivor Fred Amraithviaelp from a TOLI grant.

Mr. Amram read from his bookyVe're in America Now: A Survivor's Stoiéshe Stevens
County Historical Society to a crowd including faculty and students from Hancock High School,
Morris High School, and The University of Misota Morris Campus as well as members of the
community, local clergy, and Stevens County Historical Society Board MenAltiersdance

was so full that ultimately only standing room could be offered because, as Nicole writes,
GSOSNE OKFANIRAY Gk RSy ddzA ft BMryAnrams\iteg Rancdak Slighll =
Schooland spoke in the high school gym to all of the students in gr&d&® teachers, and



